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I. What was the O'S or has j 
* God, prevalent in thoſe early times; 1 
What were the degrees and branches of it 
then; what they are now; 400 what! is the 
Path Hate, that occaſions it. LENS e 

II. What are the ſeveral Pente oh dun- 19 
8 pretences and inſinuations, wy: which men | 
are apt to be led into it. Sas 

III. What are its moſt effectual/ n 


two laſt heads are here recommended to your 
8905 attention, We ok words „tu ce eee 8 
66 © brethren.” 1 | 3 85 75 0 „„ 

I. Diſbelief of God, in » the: ſtrict notion 
[af Atheiſm, is a principle' our Lord and his 
| Apoſtles had but little concern with, either 
to diſpute: againſt, or to diſſuade men From. 5 
Through all the ſenſible or civilized among 
mankind, the belief of a God, 10 a firſt 
Fg of an all-ruling Power above, was 
n ere profeſſed and upheld. So that i it 
' has. been, and ſtill remains wich many, a 


query not , reſolved, whether Oy mer 


6 who, wit out | 


| 5 tells yo of=--the 
. hearts there is no God:“ But none that 
eyer ſo much as attempted to diſprove the 
Being of a Creator: Ns | the demonſtration. _ 
7 lies all or 
. fay in 
© there. were none -v can inwardly hope and 
hat, if there be one, yet 7 Be 


© flatter themſelves th ET. 
5 1 takes no notice of them; maintains no = 
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1 ee nor Puniſn em 4 „ 
And what is the reaſon a 1 with, 180 1 
5 debate their hopes to ſo low, ſo mean © 
pitch? Why, the ſame Plalmiſt gives vou 
the undoubted reaſon- 64 They are corrupt, 
and 0 
For he, and he only; whoſe profligate ue — 
makes Him afraid of God, would with thers * © 
| were no God. There muſt always be alt ” | 
evil heart, def e any ſueh abſurd unbe “ 
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But the benen crime we are a warned 
again, conſiſts, not ſo much in the denying 
[Sil fundamental principle of religion, as - 3 
the abuſing and perverting it---in a ſhameful | 


its natute and conſequences. And this ſtu- 
1 neglect was the unbelief, or departure 
from i ſo common among the ancient 
nations. The Heathens, e eren ſome 
* were dly gan of it 


In and after our Saviour's- ime, the er. 0 


curean philoſophy was much eſpouſed. Now ' 
Epicurus acknowledged a God, or rather a 
plurality of Gods. But then he ſhut wem 
all up in heaven; happy there with one 


another, and never looking down, « or exer- | 


eiſing any providence” over this inferior 
World. 80 you read concerning the Jewiſn 
 Sadducees, that they believed no reſurrec- 
tion, nor angel, nor ſpirit ;” no immor- 
| tality of the ſoul ; no future” "ſtate of recom- 
pence, either for this godly, or the finer. 
But what merit is there in believing a God, 


. without believing theſe other articles? If God 


never troubles himſelf about us, or about any 
thing we my what N he to us vo or . 5p 
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124 1015 the Jews at were. believed in 
God's word; in Moſes, in the Trepte: 1 
but whercas they ander pere, and noto- WE 
riouſly tranſgreſſed thoſe ſacred ſcriptures 3. 
it was juſt the _ as if e "_ Wy 0 
; eee them. 
And this verily i is wn reigning inßdellty, 
LE the og from Jod, that has ſo widely 
ſprea 16; not only among Heathens or 
— Jews, but even among Chriſtians! It is not 
ſufficient to denominate a man a believer, 5 ml 
that he allows a God, and a Saviour, anda | 
Word of God. No! he muſt frequently | 
meditate upon the Word and laws of his 
Saviour, muſt live and practiſe according 1 
what he believes, You may be Atheiſt e-. 
nough, though vou neither diſown your 5 
God, nor renounce your Creed. Tou Wins 
| be- accounted ſuch, and will effentially be 
ſuch, if you are in the number” of thoſe, CE 
who profeſs to know Go „but in works g 
e deny him; being diſobedient, and; unte 2 
* every good work reprobate; eo 19997 BL 2 
From what has already paſſed upon his ; no 
| babies, you may eafily perceive, ' What are 
the prime and capital matters, about which 
| irreligious 1 is ara. | namely, | 
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25 A* heart,” the evil principle of mind, 
which. Fenders ſugh unbelief culpable, of 
criminal; and which makes it deen N 
ſo, ir ſeycral different: men. . 
KRenſon and underſtanding. is 74 diſtin 
© griſhing.. faculty. beſtowed upon mankind. 
85 : | alone, among all. the creatures that inhabi 
4 this. globe, by a right exereiſe of Which we 
are enabled, and conſequently. obliged,” to 
=: - feck the. great Creator and to find him; to 
ern ang obey his will, as far as ever we can 
{coy oh Neg 4 glory 4nd Are my | 
W111 
= = In prop flog to the. e e which any 
= - 4 man enjoys, by the benefit of education, by 
= . eyety means of inſtruction and improvement ; 
= i Feligious knowledge 1 ſuch. will: be the 
© _ yirtye of faith required from him, with te. ö 
3 ſpect to the main articles of religion. An 
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Further; you can no more eue your j 

Spirit, the Spirit within vou, 
the divine eternal Spirit. 
e 8 the gl of his Grate 0 
ſee him; ;  {hould demand 4 
urn Soul, in order to be con 
e himſelf is a den ne 
; . 1 * wn $5. LIFE ia 
ä chend too, as much of God a intimate 
ice; as the higheſt Angel in heaven can 
„ for that infinite nature is, perhaps e 


| . you Nr ws 0 
your o powers and exiſte 
When Philip deſired Chriſt to ſhe him God 
the Father, the anſwer was full and ſuffici- 
ent: He that hath ſeen Mr, hath ſeen che 
e Father ee 170 ob: hes 6h: 


Goc 1 5 all chay can 2 ben of God 
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3 diſciples indeed !' You have a work to do, 

_ © when Tam gone: follow my example, and 
* loſe? no time: for the ist wanne ee 
no man an ee 1685 

Now the words 855 in abe andy wit ith 

- Mi $ moral, will lead us to conſider, SAD. 
I. The work of our bleſſed S 8 e les . 

it it was, and how faithfully, how Fang . 


 twally, He performed 4 245 nl * 6 hay bs 2 43 t#; 4 os 
Os. 4 281510390) 4 1 5 C . | "Ip The £ 1 


138 


* 


* 


III. The time al] 
- with the danger 0 1 gl ag. org 
I 2 eur. hen x no. man ca a works. 


: oct _ Ping an gy 
ſion and authority. In 
eonſider b. 3 


* 


hac deſcribed as a true pro- 
eee 1 Was e light of the World; re. 
AKaoring ignt to them that Were in f 4 
ůnſtructing the ignorant; r 
neous; converting and amending, * e Vic 
His grand purpoſe: was, to fave a rave 
depraved creatures; by bringing them 
the exerciſe of that plain and pute r 
which right reaſon, and uncorrupt nature, at 
- firſt dictated, and de for, 4 Mags: 


ts 9 35 A * 4 0 : : E 175 0 5 | Accordingly, 75 


Þ 


8 SS 
NOS ALD Foo Ten OTIS. 1 Ts 


7 Few N 
e 


a 


Pets. 


* + ws 


RN 


* 


- £2 a 1 5 r 2 
N 1 * ö . * 
s pi y k : 5 2 . 
” : F 1 5 n 2 5 ; 4 
þ 1 ; * 1 — ; 
* T 
5 a bs *. , 
b 5 * 5 
1 4 
of * 53% N 
* : 
* - * 
UW 
N 
6 ; 5 
£4 70 by 
Fa 1 
{ { 2 1 Ir * 


. Big reſents zations of 


4 3 0 IS 1 $ 
125 od. 


Preme, , 


neſs, _ The werthip, honour, and reyerence 
we are to pay Him, is chiefly and properly 


gent creatures, to the a pn. 
Father of ſpirits. 3 

Of all teachers, in the world.” Chritt i is : the 
, 4 reateſt enemy to Prieſteraft ; and has. done 


has freed. its 
a anees, affected gaycties, and ſolen 


„ worſhip Him in ſpirit, and in truth. 

6 Re 15 charged all Biſhops and e to 
—_ ngt as lords over God 5 Heritage 
Seht it as en ynples, to the, 


1 


8 , Ap K ob the + 75 
tain of. all Willem, the Week ny of all good» 


ſpiritual ; the homage of dependent, intellie . 


molt, to aboliſh. ite: He, has reſcued. the 
theory o of religion, from. every. artful myſtery, : 
every cloudy, defigning notion, He 
devotion from all needleſs Ins 


fopperies. For 1 5 fays He, 6% jg 154 et 
Spirit; and they Fj worſhip Hi m, ma i 5 


emſelyes like ſtewards, and fellows 


12 


©; 


N. 


5 = Jn a ve one God and F ather of all, "who is 388 


Inj ” ae l pon the Ac OY FG 6 
5 1 ies, or OY of mankind.” 77 have . 

n Goſpel appropriated. to "themſelves. . "fo 1 
8 and to their peop ple, Chrift has Liver 16 


dne common law, one faith, one 11 995 ; 


" © all, and through all, and in them all.“ 5 
i Moreover, the duties which our Lord 10 1 
ler relative to our Neighbour and 
| Ourſelves, are the very actions, the very qua- 
ties, that alone can become a reaſonable 
[= Being, or raiſe it to the perfection of its na- 
ture; whereby alone it can be happy i in itſelf, 2 
or cy a to its Maker whoſe” image it 
be They are fitted to creatures, placed 
5 e in communities. When they are re- 5 
geartded, families live in cafe and plenty, towns 
5 in proſperity, and kingdoms i in peace. When 
they are violated, an evil conſcience breaks all 
9 Ward reſt; and fs miſchiefs np op the 
* Such are 5h 6 Uirtus, | vndermentione 0 =: 


05 aA j* Justice, n and. 7 
"_ i 


5 


en arity z whi 
as —_ as pu 


; 70 » dhwjed ee the a ſubjects kn hy n 
enen 8 preachin 8 off his converſations and 


| Si namely, the re | 
primitive ſtandard;/to, juſt and pious notiong 
of God to a ſervice of Him, that is rational = 0 
and; ſpiritual; to ſuch rules of behaviour to- 
Wards ourſelves and each other, as human 
n happineſs require. 


_ature and humar 
thi With reſpect to: the other bran . 
1 dodrine, wherein our Faith is chiefly-cons 
cerned; they muſt be underſtood as ſo many 
powerful Motives, which might induce ds 
pron more effectually, to profeſs and 
this plain and neceſſary religion. Thus, the 
uu is the Son of God; chat He was 
< ſent into the world, to re e his 
« death; that Heis the u e, 48 V 
ee, mankind; theſe, J 5 1 
V vith the like articles of our ereed, are ſo mak 
y arguments, ſo many cireuſipnce attend- 1 
ing his "epligion, that 


—_— —  — 
OTIS 


oy 


r 
1 * 
R 


r 


r „e 


e 


N 


„ * < 


25 


* % 
7 + 2722" 4 F . 5 Mien | A I ol 36s . 
— 2 n aff | F ” * - = E ö = 
* 
9 * * 
7 
+ r ” i 
2 4 
. © 
* 
5 
2 
» 
1 
» 


Þ 


OT 
_ 
2 
- 
1 ; 
1 
| 
"ij 
2 J 
F * 


other. nile bag c i PEE I 


tf Again; 4 i 


—ñ ̃ 
s SE 


— — 


— wr CO FEOF 


——— ̃ — Rays: 


% 


Pr 
8 A K 2 n TY Op FEOF 


- 


4 * 


| TI, 12 8 + 21 


an * A 11 1 $a: 


3 . 
be the experiments;of them. He _— than 
all, over, . He. injoined. Wen and | | | 


FR, e e that t they ar are not Fr | 
| peragturaly, -by; ſhoving them to us in their | 
| Sp 0 u own, human nature. 
er 1 5 el 
i 90 Fa men 7p, + £29. giv 
mn ily moſt ſt ieee | 
which v. we cannot 
m as di ciples, though - = 
i godlike excellencies. ” SU 
ee | 0 Four 
1 5 7 99 5 of their r duty. Ane 
1 N N dps, ahgve all pert F a+ had a rig | 5 
, ff Learn, of M Me for 1 myſel Fw an | 
=_ Ack, al d lowl Iyrin heart.” 7 25 11 21 bs 
Si he Second, f Part of our Saviour's W Ik 
upon car ch. Was,t the. bene his, dodrine, f 
a ivin (EVM uthot otity, by i x proper, evidence ges, 5 
vr diſplays of diyine power. Nad in his ex- 
e ih power, He fulfilled the molf 
OE W eſcriptions, under which, God'sa Ms 
ene hed point Flom. 5 


— ä — —— a et 


—— 


! ia a nt EE Er EN 
5 


Ce te ar A a EE EE IEG — 


— —— » 
— 2 — ———⏑ 2 ¶ et cr 4 
* 


"3 
1 
£ 
' 
+4 
1 
| 
+2 


1 


— 
2 Bag 2 


. 


OW ATI 


4 


| relieved the e heart of 2 * 


- Y R TO bs N > N g 
oy 3 8 * hos x * 8 N 8 5 * 
2 . - — 7 Tv * P p 7 * 
e N 
2 * 1 + 3 * 
1 40 ? 
/ 155 %. 
* 4 bet 
2 — 
my — 
2 
* * 
* 
1 
. 1 
- 
4 
* Koa 
ON 
* * — 
1 


the bruiſed 
flax. That is, „He elf 


2 


EFF to be fent from God, not 
Lok ftigdur or violence, püt ö Fe 
Meet. * 'His wotk? mall 
n "feverit ies, 5 le 1 terrify 5 

"a tend to on the 
_ ©that are fallen; 4 to conf tad pe 


wat 24% #2 


"<obflinate into 1 ße tter min | 
55 1 1 it is che diſtingur 
perty y of our Lord's Miracles, chat were 
e Lom heaven,® nn 
Fe "to Antoni and Shit 


 fators ; Püt were acts of kindn&fF' Swat ol 


06365 FAS Whol” ht e We Wiles 
inftances of compaſſion toward mens bodies, ; 
as well as their ſouls. He healed lie Rok, 
cured the "Tame, and raiſe d the de? . e 
Wie ereatüe, 


e 9 7 very H Hd that 
manifeſted Him to be our "Saviour | in andther 
world, took away our forrows, and pe us 


PS 


* 


that 31 his pity. 


I =, SES 8 4 ; 


6 even, in the Pre reſent one. 1 
other pro: 
nd, | 


* 


from miſery, 
word; the miracles w wrought” 


pal $1 


Yb 


EIS 


4 "Nor + ſhould ak — one dt quality 
4h in all theſe works of his. +: E mean, 
„the perfect freedom from vain 


8 glory ; ot love'of worldly abe which 


idea of their 
Are FE 1 mah, nay ſome 
d people re. deſire the praiſe 
exploits. The blefſed Jeſus 
ceded it not, and loved it not. When He 
bad dons: a wht and benevolent Aan, his 
anguage was; Tell it to no man: 8 5 God 4 


"Pp inifh this Head with dog | 
| bow igrnt- and expeditious our heavenly _ 
Maſter was; in executing the taſk he had un- 
.dertaken; „While it is Day, ſays He: the 
Night cometh, when no man can work. 
: . was only 4 thort life, He ſpent and of 5 
0" rs ſinall number of years, from his 
+ entts ice upon his miniſtry to his death. But 
never was life ſo well ſpent ; never ſo much 
work performed, in fo little time. Through 
the whole period you wilt find n in n. p 
Vor. I. bh D tetir . 


141 5 N : . F 


— —— * - = - 
— — — — 
— — —— — ——— — — an ern —— — = 


i neſs. 
- diſengaged, even there; when you remember 
the faſtings, the devotions, He Went t! 
- the temptations He endured, and overcame 
with triumph. All the reſt of his miniſtry, 
you never read of Him, at any one time, in 


work and labour of his office. Not a ſingle 
day of Areußon; ; not an hour of mere amuſe- f 
| ment 33 
| ſome means gy ae . ner ma. 
_ He  edified 1 diſciples 83 Wen 20IT 
0 or other, from every incident that occurred x 
in the houſe; or in the field; in Hig roulks, 
or at the table ; at hon 


N ſhort, He either ſaw or did. 1 
© þ upon the F lowers, He directed their * 
to that gracious Power, Which clothes the 
4 graſs, and lilies of the field * and gh 

| inferred the duty of religious Jane 
tze univerſal; Franzen 
„„ e 
© how chey grow---Shall he not much m 


ny you oth not ks Him 3 


rough; 


any one place, at any juncture, but in the 


ut ſomething always 4 in eee 


friends, or enemies; from every. ching, in 


jk — 5 * ca | 
aiment ? Conſider the lies 


— 
3 


* « pn ritual Shale 


I againſt Hypocriſy, eee, Fe mali- 


ties. He pry can o eſtimate yen 
He wilked 1 the ee Where the 
Sheep were kept in a fold for facrificez He 


ineyards, den ads ere of C Oles 
e made Himſelf the heavenly en 1 1 

| tis faithful Diſciples the Branches. 

Lazarus% Death, He turned his po: 

| upon the yon vgs Ie FReſub rrec _ and 

princes JJ ˙ͤ) L 
When the Maleteads: followed. 1 Him in 

opes that He would feed ther miraculouſly, 


as He had done the day before; e took that 


opportunity: of admoniſhing them, to ſeek. 
he n weer and immortal Bread of Life. 
Labour not for the meat which periſheth, 
* 85 for that meat which endureth unto 
. everlaſting life. Lafily;- when his Diſci- 
ples defired he would refreſi Himſelf, by 


n ſomes: wp an my a OO -coutls: of - 


n 


heir offer: but He imr intel: 14 hold on 
the oc be to foe their attention upon the 
grand buſineſs and pleaſure of his 0 2 
_* have Meat to eat, ſays He, 
-* not of. M y Meat is, to do the? \ 
© _<* that ſent me, and to finiſh his 
»: The» evangelical hiſtory is very conciſe 
though eke rue and miracles of our Lord 
were very numerous. But of thoſe ſermor 


and miracles, tlie Be 5 ogelife. have recorded 


only theprincipal,; the moſt important. / * 
John tells us, tha ite re- 
lat ion nne would have taken” up many 
volumes. The world itſelf, ſays he in 

the high Eaſtern figure, 3 not contain 

e the books that ſhould be written.” Which 

may abundantly ſatisfy us, that this precious 
life had every moment of it filled, with _ 
8 e done, or ſomething ſuffered. 

I ay, with ſomething ſuffered:” = 
thare were very few of his arguments, wherein 

our bleſſed Maſter did not find ſomebody or 

other, to contradict, and to revile Him. 
Hardly could He ſhew a mercy, in giving 
ſtirength to a lame man, or ſight to a blind 
one, for which He was not cenſured, ſuſpect 
©£ d, 1 6 oo ce it cantinvsd, al 
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his laſt retirement before his ts when 
He had nothing remaining, but to preſent 
= Himſlf, and his whole work, to the ſupreme 
= Father; in theſe words of unparalleled-com- 
fort: And now, Father, glorify thy Son: 
« for I have glorified Thee on the earth: 1 
have An the work, which Thou gaveſt a 
«© me to do. 

Thus have I, as en as I | could, lad 
before you the great Work of your Saviour's 
life, I can. only juſt remind you, that this 
is not intended ſo much for your admira- 
tion, as for your imitation. His work here 
had no other end, than the pointing out to 
us, what our work ſhould be ; and what di- 
ligence is expected, in our diſcharge of it. 
But this part of the ſubject, will afford 1 7 
ficient matter for another diſcourſe. Mg 
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Saviour into the world, has ſent us alſo; "2 
beſtowing upon us ſuch powers and endow- 

3 ments, as are proper for the life of a moral, 

| "lo creature, Sal lat Ghrife's lifs has 

loſt its whole benefit, its whole effect, if it 

bde not made the rule, the guide, the prece- 

5 dent, of our conduct. Some part indeed of 
dur Lord's work. js far above ds, and infinitely 5 
i incapable of being reſembled by us. We Wat 5 
̃ĩꝶ:.f ¶ ··· ¶ lr gk 1 nor ability to, per- 
5, m7 ns doctrines, nor ente 
8 e ee by them. His miracles, Witn 
LE  _ thoſe of his Apoſtles, have completed all this 5 
5 & out hands: the pratengbi>vior A new 
oct rige“ "But the gr 
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d, by mutually-advancing 
other s happineſs. Upon this plan, there is 
ſity of offices, ſtations, and Cc ditions | 
uus: the duties appertai 


ining to every. 
A of which. be otras eee 


hat * 


| beſtow 4 theſe iriches; wit 1 the 
enen e has u unde lerſt; 
_ ſenſes, and appe | 
oeccupy 8 Des —— eee 
diſpenſe them in ſuch a manner, as * eauſe 
the lovely e 11 beneficence, of hu 
1 nan ty, of li 15 Al 'S RW to-ſhine among | 
mankind, . er in A 100 75 reh 49 Het WREBRE 
Many. again, are P 50 1 NA ahh the all- 
T* Providence un pleaſure in be⸗ 
e the arts c of ang creature: but that 
a8 en nee trial of a emed pious Ain 
and, at the ſame time, may call forth the 
laudable benignity of Others, whom the ſame 
p erden ah wes: with plenty: —_— 
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— favage breaſts; that will never be 
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Such PF man 


3 * can be Sud 1 - where the | 
1 of the man are barely nominal, with 

out-perſonal merit, without real dignity ; he 
ow 110 far from riſing above the level of his 
_ own. ſpecies, - that he is juſtly ranked by the 
holy Plalmiſt with the beaſts that perith,..... 
Finally: unto many others God has granted 5 
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wiſdom, and ſuperior knowledge; not to make 
them proud or vain; but that they, may dif 
fuſe, their light, communicate their. knows 
| + ge to thoſe about them, and 8 the happy 
inſtruments of improving human life and 
| manners 3 ; which is wy e the glox 

el God. . | 

72 They, m more = © calle: 2 e office 
67 is, to aprt the ſame n marks y hich 4 


the ie inftrudting ca 9 the Gals of men; 
| ==-WOe unto them, if they date to preach | 
3 eee and not Chriſt Jeſus their 

« Lord; if they dare to handle the worfen 

il « of the Lord deceitfully, and do not adorn the 

_ « doctrine of God their Saviour in all thing 
« . by pureneſs, by knowledge, by long ſuffering, - 

«©, by the word of truth; by a life agreeable 

to his, who is the great Oi al truth, . 
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fixed} how properly the Holy ſeriptures have 
| repreſents 1 to us under Wee of 
 40Yteward(hip,” wherein theſe” faculties « 
Ss in poo iN , theſe feveral par rticular FH 
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many , Talents“ committed to ur manage. 
ment, by the ſovereign'Lord of all ho II 
to cy am account <ehdered up b 
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The L and of Heaven freely left thoſe ſacred 
realms of bliſs, to bring ſalvation to men upon 

Go tth. 5 And ſhall not this divine Mercy en- 
gage us all. t to ſeek the nen welfare of. 
each other? 0 

Al though the bleſſed. e was + poſſeſſed 91 
all treaſures, yet « for our ſakes He 1969: 
ce. poor, that He might make us rich. 
| thaw thou wealthy miſer ! ſhut up thy Ou . 
ells of compaſſion againſt a virtuous, indigent . 
Brother. And then what a figure of a Chriſtian 
art thou ip With what face canſt thou pretens 

* have any Love of God abiding in thee!” 
Laſtly; God hath honoured, hath highly. 
Pee „ this humble Saviour, for his unex-- 
ampled condeſcenſion, and goodneſs: to man- 

dne Hoy, eminent] chen. are we taught 
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1 is ; the {ag nea 1 real 7 7 ing hut | 


everlaſting: glory! Let this mind be in 


you, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus: * 

* humbled Himſelf, and became obedient unto 

C death, even the death of the croſs. 4 

fore God hath highly exalted Him, and Sie. 

l en Him a name that is above every name. 
Such are the eee whereby the ne 

tures an induce us to copy the divine pat- 


Fl duty to our 8 af den eee | 


Future, eternal -well-being. © ndj if theſe 
conſiderations cannot prevail. with mer 


follow his 


attention, is the Time allotted 
Work, with the fatal enger of 3 or 
miſpending that time. While it is day: che 
1 1 cometh, wherein no man can work.” 
The Day fignifies not only life at large (as 


we N ight 


TE. 2 Ae \cheerfal part the ſeaſon, w 


"Wh, all our p 

ractiſe of virtue, or the ſervice of God, fa- 
 vourable,” aud in Full maturteyr Note- ert, 
"NP we have a wretched ſpecit en of Chriſ- 
tians, and of their conduct] For how is it that 
men generally paſs this flowery period of life? 
8 * of ann in their each 
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mifies death) but that Portion: = 


our faculties are entire, our — — 
V ers and opportunities for the 


F 


6 E R U ON 


1 they purkie ſenſual pleaſures; drew k 
up the reins to luſt and folly ; or hunt after 
"vain riches, and bee at needleſs plenty. gel- 
dom remembering the one thing fletdfül. 
Quite forgetting, that the moſt precious, hüt 
dhe moſt tranſtent bleſſing, beſtowed upenn 
| them, is Time; that when this is once loſt 
or ſquandered away, not all the Gold of O. 


phir, not all the treaſures of the Eaſt Indies, 
or the Weſt, can purchaſe a ſingle moment of 


it back again. Yet this ineſtimable jewel hangs 


like a heavy burden upon the hands of fome, 
eſpecially of younger men; and is at every bo- 
"dy s ſetvice, who pleaſes to take it off. The 


ulual effect of which is, that ſuch lewd, idle 


creatures end, juſt as they began; and oth ers, 
Lope to rettieve ths 


5 not al together ſo bad, 


caſe,” but with little better proſpect: bios nog 
Before the night of death arrives, there i 
wilight; that 


often (not always) an evening, a 
ſhuts up the day upon us, gradually, and with 
forme warning. This gloomy ſcene is old age, 


or our laſt fickneſs. And to this decline of 


nature many gran truſt, wherein yy wn | 
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=. ow int. no 0 ability, lefe ; in e-bay A fl 
built upon no higher p inciple than mere fear, 


ariſing from an evil conſcience. A. parting. 


1 with our luſts, becauſe all reliſh of thoſe laſts 
4 has forſaken us. In ſuch a ſtate, you? are really 
„ deprived of your ſins: 4 they are abſolutely 
taken from you: you cannot be ſaid to 
70 cc break, them off. by repentance,” Fe or re- 
| pentance is a work of the ſoul, acting with 
vigour, encountering temptation, and con- 
 quering by an ingenuous conviction of duty. 
But in decrepid age, you will find buſineſs 7 
enough, of another ſort: vou will have work 
enough, to bear the infirmities, the decays of 
T ature, * with tempel J and decenc) FJ without | 


TIT pecviſhneſs, repining, « or diſcontent. Virtue | 


is the exerciſe of a found herr. j of a free, un- 
fettered —_. 4. 1 7 
| +006 fleetin gn moments of a ſhort andlaft kick- 
| neſs, are till far leſs promiſing of any ſucceſs. 
' wars what « can this languiſhing creature offer to 
his Lord, in lieu of all the bloom and health, 
of all the bright days and the talents, he has la- 
viſhed away? Why, a little dead-hearted ſor- 
©; FW e reflections ; 5 fad e ; and 
ip 8 5 reſo- 
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SERMON m. . 
reſolutions; that cannot poſſibly be veg to 
a trial, whether they are ſincere or no. Such an 
offering, as the propet Malachi ſpeaks of; the _ 
lame, and the blind! If ye offer the blind 
for facrifice, is it not evil? Or if ye offer N 
« the lame and ſick, is it not evil? Offer it 
„ now unto thy governor : will he be pleaſed 
„with thee, or accept thy perſon?” Indeed, 


infinitely more vain, infinitely more offenfive, 
than ſuch a facrifice would be at the altar, are 


the prayers and vows of an un ie man at 

| the hour of Ga. ĩ 1 

Let me conclude then with os" avis of | 
the prophet Jeremiah e N00 ith al 1 

Lord your God, before lie cauſe darkneſs, 

* before your feet ſtumble upon the dark 
% mountains; and whike ye look "oP Kenn : 
« he turn it into the ſhadow of death. Or 
if, perhaps, the warning of a ſuperior Pro- 

i phet, even of that Saviour and Lawgiver, 5 
whoſe example 1 have been urging upon you; 


---if this will have greater weight with you, 


take it in his own words, and lay it to heart: 
Vet a little while is the light with you. 5 
Walk in the light, while ye have the light; 85 
” "leſt darkneſs come upon V 
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than hurt his intereſt \ 


4 bartered, and did all he could! And though 


voailing temptation diſcovered the deficiency | 
of his inward principles. While he knew 
od of Iſrael; he accepts an invititon 
from an idolatrous kin g, to exerciſe enchant- 
ments, and to draw down curſes upon the 
7 worſhippers of that God. And though he 
Was honoùred by Almighty: God, with a ſpe- 
| cial command to. the contrary ; which com: 


mand he durſt not openly diſobey; yet, rather | 
with king Balak, he 


would fain ſeem to oblige him he tried, and > 


5 God was pleaſed, by his mouth, to utter 5 

many fignal events, concerning t 16 Iraclite 
People; it might perhaps' Conv1 man, 
but it did not conve t him. 


7 4 prophet, in what he ee but he 


ſill continued to ſin againſt his conſcience, f 


: and againſt. the God that inſpired him 


; The thing moſt remarkable, and moſt 
Thy Gr: our attention, is ; that while his mind 
Was warm with a ſenſe of his Maker, with 
the thoughts of living and dying in the divine 


favour; his paſſion for the preſent world 
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M Bricws and beſt Rats of min! -fiibur 
III. Hence we may collect the firkage folly 
and inconſiſtency of a vicious life; as being 


directly oppoſite to the real Bars ta ba the 
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I. Firſt then; let us eee this grand 
maxim in morality; 3 The cone kae wh 4 
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| Srl to the nature of things, and to the 
laws eſtabliſhed by the great Author of nature 
as his virtnes are copied from the fupreme; | 
pattern of rectitude and perfection; ſo it is 
mpoſſible, but that the death of ſuch a pet⸗ 
ſon muſt be attended with conſequences an- 
| Grering: to the courſe. of his actions; all t 
minis in honour to his chasch), com 
to his eh, and tranquil ; 
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- Firſt, I „ an Holi ce 5 
the natural concomitant of a righteous man's 
death. I call it only the natural attendant S.. 
becauſe ſometimes, by accidents, | or unuſus 141 
violences, the praiſes due to him are 
1 and eclipſed i in the preſent fans 


; that he may very poflibly.r never 
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evil, , or all inward eee for 


At to pa 55 
i wder part of ner often re- 

a ſebret reverence for Virtue, which they 
aft aſhamed to declare. And though malice, 
of jarring intereſts, or the iniquity of times, 


Will frequently debar the life of a good per- 
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fon from its deferved applauſe; yet when once 
| He has quitted the ſtage, theſe cauſes are re- 
moved: Fes are | few men, whoſe paſſions 
Will purſue an adverſary beyond the grave 5 


Our referitments moſtly ſleep along with him: 


= he Thom we © hated, becauſe his 4 


oy his enemies, Nach zür envy ; and wAll'r re. 
ceive their juſt acknowledgments, withou * 
be or regret,” LP Ht ad 
WM "How much dearer Will the Fanetnbie ce 


of! All they that loved, and admired, and 
were edified by him, while he dwelt amongſt 
them. "will embalm ey memory now he is. 


KW 


* $; y * 3 
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J | : 285 ? T one 


0K Him be, to all that have a ſenſe of — 11 
gels, and a taſte for the virtues he was mater 


gone Fl will Sk him live 1 be is 1 5 1 x 
and ſpeak after he has logs, been burigh WP. 
ſilence. Therefore, 1 5 

£8 The ſecond,” and infallible ja rn 
of a righteous | man's death, is the Wer dft, 
which the review of his falt life ith, to 
friends. e ee e e et 

Some of the a by which) we are | 50 T 


N 


_ ble | ag us to 6 þ ane minus duch 
concern of mind, ſuch paſſion of heart, as 
_ ftrike hard upon the tender part of our hu- 
man nature. And if not only a nearneſs "- 
blood, but pleaſing, engageing manners, have 
rendered us peculiarly happy in each other; 
When Death comes to make the cruel ſepara- 
tion, we are ready to cry out with David, upon 
his Son, and his Friend---** Oh Abſalom; my 
« ſon | Would God I had died for Thee ! Oh 
| « « Jonathan, how dear waſt Thou-to me Pract 
What remedy then is there in ſuch a — ns 
© what balſam for ſuch a wound, like the f „ 
nocence and uprightneſs of the perſon that is 
taken from us? The remembrance of theſe 
will give a chearful aſpect to every fituation, | - 
wherein we can view the loſt object. If he 


res under the IS or in the peu AY 


[ _ * 

+ 
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C betas 7 STE a oy. * it, aut : 
mW: od a Soul eue be 11 away from the 
fourithed in all the 
| voir ws Pro. ) ley, it l ſolace us to re- 
= ect, that he is departed, without the conta- 
mm ben which worldly delights ſo often leav 
1 Ns weak minds; and that he died worthy | 
of the goo things he had enjoyed! 
A man muſt make a poor figure in life; 1 
can truly be ſaid of him That” 40 Nobod | 


"Þ 


nen ke le gene. But 


2 


A est a friend be ever ſo amiable, ey 
able 


fo valu- | 

to us.; there is nothing that can lift 

arts, or ſuppreſs our Brief for the loſs 

:6f Him, like the thought; that he died 

well.“ The advantage he bas gained by the 

_ "exc ange, will call upon us, not to magni fy 

the loſs we have ſuſtained : the bleſſings he 

. Teaps in death, will remain a material article 

the peace a id ſatis faction of our own lives. 

3. The third particular in the fighteous 
us 's teceaſe, relates wholly to himſelf ; 

nam. the firm ſerenity of mind, the 

ſpe: a, with hich he leaves the 


/ There 15 o firong : 4 ni ction b 
ir two conſti went * of fout afic 


A 


other, withe "thoſe pangs, thoſe. ruggles 
0 nature, 
and fallen 


cburſe, 


13 


4 
1 


e ad wein 1 g) ii is 
ſide, that the wee 
tions of the man | 
wards giving then inte va 
Solid hope, and a er aw 
freedom from terrible guilt; from all afs 
frightning fears: of what is to come z-<==ls 2 
medicine that will ſoften any wound, though | 
| it cannot quite cure, or cloſe it up- The 
that is able to kward, without 
n himſelf; and forward, with 


84 cordial, 
ſon can taſte : he can ſmile in the great ences. 

my's face, and ſecurely; ay, the bitterneſs 
+88 '© of death is paſt.” eee, e 
[ow here let me aſk, Which of che W 


oing circumſtar ces, can be conceived to 
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een their name. 


view of this argument; as it is a Aus confeſ. 


it is the voice of people aud of nations. 
Jews, throughout the times of their hi e 


2 £4 Wat „ ö 12 ö 2 
= © 57 7 fa * : * 1 
=_ : 2 . 5 Z WW PE: 
4 * 8 3 . * * ; > * * 7 a Ip; by 8 
8 * KEE >» ; } 0 > 
Tx" & F 7 J F4 
. . bt 2 + R 3 1 7 15 A 
| q , ? T3 L 7 N 8 4 
19 : ; 84 N N 7 9 L SF. 2 7 
8 6 2 : 8 Fo 4 ; 4 R 
. | c . a ; R 5) 9; by 2 7 2 
1 I E, ! 1 i 0 
ha fe 8 ee * ſue 2 ME 1 | 7 
£ E N gw” \ 
f 
* b. ; . 
— * 
x 5 8 
8 A 


darkneſs and oblivion... To themſelves there 
is nothing left, but a terror of conſcience, if 
indeed they have any conſcience; or, if it be 
utterly effaced and worn out, the i inſenſbiliey 
_ of a ſtupid, depraved, mind ba Hap 0200s: 
II. It is now time for us to take a ſec 


bon, from the ſinner's own mouth, in his e. 
tious hour, and better ſtate of mind: 24457 Let 
me die the death of the righteous; and let 

© my-laft end be like his. Nor is this th 
a nfeſſion, or deſire, e ular man only: 


immoralities, had SPL that: was in eve 
i body's mouth + * May an dl eſt 


E R MON 


* nn boſom ! They who! Hadi fo | 
AN ittle of Abraham's faith, and till leſs of his 
I yorks, in one life, would have been Sad dis ih 
— take thei? portion with him in another: 
And verily it cannot but be the:ſame; 85 
he heart of every other perſon, who Has any 
concern at all, about his preſent conduct, or 
his future ſtate: and he who has no concern 
about either, is beyond tlie reach of argument! 
No doubt there are ſuch people, as the ſcrip- 
tures tell you of z the blind people that 
* have eyes, and the deaf that have ears. But 
the wilful blindneſs of ſuch as will neither 
ſſee nor hear, is no objection, I hope, to the 
uſe of eyes and ears. Therefore, I ſay, where 
there are any Remains of Underſtanding; or 
any Returns of Conſideration ; Ne by 


4 mw Remorſe will inevitably follow. = 


There is not a vicious man in ten chouſand; | 
but poſſeſſes" the common unquenchable de- 
ſire of having his Being continued to him, aid 
abhors the very PRI ſinking into no- 

| thing, of exiſting no more! Men would 
never feaſt and riot nts life, if they did not 
think it worth the owning, or did not with 
to have it prolonged! - They; again, cannot 
avoid ſeeing the ſtate they are Plant: ing 
SIT I. | F 5 what 


What relations they ſtand in, what behaviour 
is i png of them, as men, as ſocial crea - 
. So that, re ver | 
- . determine them to vice, their con- ; 
ſeciences are inceſſantly pleading on the fide 
9 of virtue. And when, at length, they find 
themſelves going. to tread a new ſtage ; if 
they were aſked what company they would 
cChooſe to be joined with; we may ſafely ven · 
ture the whole cauſe upon it, that whereas 
they would hardly condeſcend to look upon a 
good man, amidſt their hurry of pleaſure and 
luxury in this world; they would pay him 
the compliment of wiſhing _y e Food 
"ww into the next. ' 
© Now all this is a plain conceſſion of the two 
rand points; fit, that a fu re life is a 
r of natural expect tion, es clear pro- 
bility ;* ſecondly, uit it is of the utmoſt 
conſequence to be pronided: for. A thing, 
| that will ever Nr object of mens laſt and 
et and e, FF 
Finally; if in rational — bat) vet 
1 onſcience, with all moral ſenſe of _ and 
wrong, could poſſibly ane atereſt 
"ow F claim. And ane 
1126 4 | 6 on 


5 


GG at ; ls. that to tiks by the protepts of 
religion, by the rules of juſtice and tem- 
| 'perance, is the certain way to be ſafe. It is 
at leaſt the moſt prudent, if it were not the 
| moſt pleaſant path, And wickedneſs is the. 
high road, not only to future, but (as theſe 
men know from fad experience) even to Pres : 
ſent miſery. | 
III. The unavoidable kee Wu gh 
750 __ recable inference, is; The fooliſh i in- 
© aden of a profligate life ; as being 
F oppoſite to the beſt, the moſt diſpaſſionate 
c * deſires, 'of the man that leads . 
Whenever this perſon compares his con- 
$i. with the dictates of his reaſon ; when he - 
lays together the beginning, progreſs, and 
concluſion of his life; what an incohetent 
creature does he find himſelf F "ur. Paul, in 
the ſeventh. chapter of his Epiſtle to the 
Romans, to enliven and animate this Picture, 
imagines Himſelf this very man; whom, in 
the fifteenth and following verſes, he intro⸗ 
duces, thus lamenting and condemning, his 
own behaviour. « That which 1 do” 8 5 
when ſwayed by! my paſſions==-tt | I allow not“ 
„When my, reaſon takes place: 6 but what 
hate, that Ido. The good that'T would” 


"Wo" bf, 


Fs - on 


that my nn. approves---** 140 noty 
e but the evil, which I would not' Which 
1 ſhould never chooſe, if I conſidered properly 15 
that I do. I delight in the lawof God, 
i after the inv ard man in my heart, my 
real ſentiments---** but I ſee another law in 
my members Fhabits of luſtand ſenſuality, | 
2s ſtrong as a ſecond nature---warring againſt 
the law of my mind, and bringing me 
into captivity to the law of ſin, and ſo of 
« death. Oh, wretched man that I am „ 
| 25 the ſubſequent words rightly conclude, , 
Here now is a man, that plainly ſecs two 

ways before him; is informed, whither each 
of them leads; looks into two worlds; finds | 
the one, to be of ſhort duration; the other, 
he can perceive no end of. Vet, though he 
owns it the ſelf-evident, the univerſal rule 
of prudence, - to be moſt ſolicitous about | 
1 which is of the 8 8 45 importance, 
* and will laſt the longeſt ;' he graſps at the 
moment, and takes no care. of the eternity } 
There is not a tribe of people upon earth, 
who will act thus i in other, though infinitely 
inferior, concerns. The uſurer, who knows 
the beſt returns for his money, will never 
diſpenſe it on bad ſecurity, or at low intereſt, | 


4 
af 


5ER MON . 
The had, who underſtands the af of the 
| compals, will not in a freak run contrary to 
his point: « much leſs will he ſteer” his veſſel 
upon a rock. Nor yet the huſbandfan, who 
beholds the beauties of the ſpring, the revo- 
lutions of the ſun and the ſeaſons, will ever 
fow his corn in the dead of winter, b 
Baurely therefore, there is a myſtery in 
; iniquity, beyond all myſteries It is the moſt” 
unaccountable mixture of raſhneſs and cow- 
ardice. Many motives may urge men to Sin; 
but it can be defended upon no ſuppoſition, 
no ſcheme, whatſoever, They that adhere to 
the evil principles, would gladly get rid of 
the conſequences : and they that ſeem fo in- 
trepid amidſt the frantic ſcenes of vice, feel 
very differently when they come to die! 
After a lewd man has all along been playing 


; : the fool, he would fain take his laſt ſeat a» 


mong the wiſe. His lite has been ſpent. in 
nothing, but in heaping up matter for re- 
pentance. He has eſpouſed a ſet of maxims, 
which at laſt he trembles to own, but finds 
it too late to lay aſide. The happineſs he has 
never thought of, he would now willingly 
enjoy: the heaven he is quite unprepared for, 
be would give the world to be admitted into. 

F 3 e And 
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all he could that jan upon the de- 
le Chriſtian; now they. are g 
ave of the world together, who is eſteemed, 
who i is wiſe or bleſſed, but HE ? And == 
he cloſes a life of folly, with a prayer whic , 
in ſuch a month, is mere vanity Let ma 


— 


* die the death of the righteous, and let m 


5 
„ ö * 


end be like his,” „„ Tf 
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Romans aiv. 180 fo 


1 Bur 0 45 F is Fr he brother 1 or ads 
- doft thou ſet at nought thy brother ? for we 
ball all an 2 1 18 nh * 1 
. 5 | 


WM HOUGH oy by nd object of religion 

is, to curb mens paſſions, and ſweeten - 
ele tempers; to render them peaceable and 
friendly, and conſequently happy, one with 
another; yet the beſt of all religions, the 

Goſpel of Peace itſelf, was no ſooner deli- 
veoered to the world, but its very profeſſors 
made it a matter of quarrel and contention, 


converted from other religions, in which they 
were brought up, and had all along lived; 
ſill retained a fondneſs for their old princi- 
TOO and would fain have mixed n with 
W FI — theip 


* 


5 Many of the firſt Chriſtians, having been 13 


their new ones: aſs oils: were _ 10 5 


1 deſpiſe their brethren that did fo, as weak, 


Fridiculous believers. Hence aroſe miſunder+ 


b 5 and angry reflections; not always = 
about things of real” importance, or effential 
_ . piety; but (what much ofther happens in 

religious diſputes) about ceremonies, and, 


ls. | ſome externals or other; about eircumciſion, 
0 ce det We meats Wh | orjaksr and 


the like. cs W . mk 7 ir 3 . 1 7 
It is 1 where your r obſervation, 


. whas a prudent method St. Paul took, in this 


and all his Epiſtles; with what a ſkilful hand 


he checks this early tendency to diſcord 8 
genſoriouſneſs. His way was, not immec . 
doo declare for any fide, unleſs in very plain 
_ | raſes; nor abſolutely to vindicate one againſt 
1 but to remind them all of that 
common Chriſtian obligation, which ſhould 
Hind them in charity, and mutual goqd-nature. 
One man eſteemeth one day abpye another: 
„ Another eſteemeth every day alike, One 
© believeth, that he may eat all things; A+ 
es nother, who is weak, eateth herbs. He 
dlid not aboliſh their days, nor their meats. 
„ But, 225 * #1 Let not him [tht ere 


2 the great virtues, without-which none of owe 2 
could be ſaved, And in the caſes he handles 
i in this E Spills his eue ene. WR mew 


= by a nad 7 . 4 Why v4 treat 
each other's different opinions with * [ 
and contempt? Why doſt thou judge 
#* thy hrother? or, Why doſt thou ſet at 
. nought thy brother? ſince we ſhall 5 
#*. ſtand hefore the an gn. oh. Chril 
„Which words, yo 
uur wo 
with; The e e wer wif 
85 en effects, of a cenſorious temper, 
Si II. The ſeveral ere ee that would 5 
liſſuade men from it. 734, ee 
III. And particularly, the Apoklalug own | 
ors founded upon the. certainty of a 
future, wnivorfal ee * We b * 
7 12 ſtand,” N o . 
I, Firſt then: f rom 105 eee 2 
Ver, and abundant other paſſages in holy 
ſeripture were ſpoken, as well as from the 
reaſon of the thing itſelf, it plainly appears, 
re not forbidden to paſs all kinds of 


that we 
Judgment, or Feaſures a the manners and 
„„ | 15 1 
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| crimes __ eee that they who do ſuch 
5 Sony: 1 only muſt remember, that Chriſt knew | 
3 thoheart/ nn Ie branded the man: RO 


x moral under eſtanding, as nene 
1d pairs: to the natural eye: we muſt ſes 


them as een and can 5 them no — | 


99 
3 2 : 
4 BY 4 ; 
= E * 
n 
a 6 
5 => D 


4 ogy! flagrant villainy and oppreffion, 
to have no compliments paſſed upon them: 
o_ £09.04 never te 


. be covered over m—_ | 


| of them muſt dar e proper fils, The 


le = of Gu bleſſed anc moſt charitable 
bears us out here: his own Apoſtles 


8 giveus the warrant. He himſelf called ſome 


men hypocrites,” and a ** generation of 


8 0 vipers.” | And St. Paul pronounces con- 


"FO? igate creatures, that their | 
herion 7 18 juſt; and con- erning leir 


or inherit the kingdom of 
{| however bycapediogly 
POT we make of theſe prece- 


we 


„„ 82 R MON V. 5 
FP ncharitableand unchriſtian as 8 : 
| fore, are thoſe which are thrown out upon 
| matters not obvious, not evident; where the 
gature, end, and circumſtances of the thing 
we condemn, are uncertain, or liable to be 
miſtaken : where, in ſhort, the judgment is 
. giyen without ſufficient information, juſt in- © 
quiry, and warrantable grounds. And how. 
frequently may this be the caſe !. It is poſſi 
| ble to ſee a great number of a man's external 
actions, and yet to know very little of the 
internal motives from which they ſpring· | 
There may oftentimes be an ill caps where! 
there is no bad or malicious. heart. a 
To proceed ne W -People exerciſe hoo 
_ raſh judgment upon one another, price with 
rape to their religious principles and opi- 
nions, or with reſpect to their general con- 
duct in common, locial life. With regard 
to the former, they are guilty of this vice, 
when, throu gh careleſs ignorance, haſty „ 
judice, or falſe zeal, they miſapprehend them. 
ſelyes, and would impoſe upon. others, things 
for neceſſary, indiſpenſable points of religion, 
which in truth are not ſo; and then e 
harſh and imperious towards wu who. 
"ow * dar aß derſt adings, IF 


oi 


1 


. 8 


that been „to ee concern. 


n men see indeed the oo Rule E: 
"Faith and, in the main, the ſame common. 

nderſtar ding to learn that rule: but the 
al ion of the underſtanding to the rule, 
ds up _ Og eee fo many ca- 
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25 * x} 0 
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cl chinking. e 

e books we read, from faſhion, from ex- 
What will not theſe do, towards 
the mind in ſentiments, that pee z 


7 : J bar yet hard ta | bs | parted with * 


The different modes and halts 
ve inſenſibly fall into, from 


9 
1 
45 


' wher ſtill the foundation, the ſole intention, f 


may be (honeſty, and a love of truth! 
e ee eee God, the framer of all bre | 
aud the author of the great law That” is to 

n ſhould be our ne...” Je 1 


5 What a: dba oo bio tory. does the whole = 
5 5 Church afford, of this nch 0 
_ tyranny ! The Apoſtles had their hands fully 
employed, in ſuppreſſing this diabolical ſpi- 
rit.... The Epiſtles of the New Teſtament 
abound with complaints of it, and with the 
- warmeſt admonitions Fans | it. When the 
Apoſtles were gone off the ſtage, am T 
and contention, reigned all over — Eaſtern 
Churches; till God, in juſt yengeance; ſuf- 
fered the M an Infatuation to ſubdue 
and blind them all 3 till St. John's threaten- 
ing was fulfilled upon them, and n 
removed the candleſtick a bleſſed light 
of the Goſpel) . from them . 
The fame vice was the firſt n, of che 
churches, i in our. Weſtern parts of the worlds 
The Biſhops and Heads of thoſe churches, 
met together in councils; not; for the-purs _ 
poſe of confirming the old and true doctrinte, 
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The great ones; f for inſtanee, hape the direc. 
tion and command ql but then, the leſſer ones SF 
are fes from the numbetleſs' vexations of 
publie lie, and taſte the Weeks of duist and 
repoſe.” | Bars - 2 Jour is "nt 030 © why 
eee ma ö iinagine perhaps," | that"thers i. 4 
"A peculiar eye of Providence, over Magiſttates | 
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_ office: not merely becauſe they kre richerWÞ 
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| a greater burden of aol upon the mz #noblex : 
0 my of duties aſſigned ak” for the gloty'of 
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Aeaſtingly true, in all times and nations. 
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nu „ le arc n 
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frailty of our preſent Being, to its very hort 
and uncertain period. Many may be exalted 
above their brethren: but none of them 
foreſees, how long he ſhall be ſo! Riches 
and honours have no deed of ſettlement from 
heaven: nor is beggary, and mean alben 
1 entailed on any - perſon, or any family; Ins 
| ſtability i is a character, inſeparable os che 
affairs of this life: and totally are we in the | 
dark, as to the end or concluſion of it. But; 
Whatever varieties, whatever diſproportions, 
may prevail here, in our preſent circums _ 
ſtances; there is one thing, of which we can 
have no doubt, and wherein we are all ſure 
to ** meet together; namely, that after à 
few years, we ſhall all be cut off by the ſame. 
hand of Death. Our preeminence and our 
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'4 4. 5 0 ” | 2 . 


Se * which. we were = een, » neh we 


„ 5 Laſtly then; 


+ * rh Fs 


+ 1 3 * — 9 
— da 2 if Wk 
FC 


5 þ = I l auſt return. $1041 F Fi. ++ Yi +44 e 4 nd 1 FH 5 INE 15 100 5 | 
9 "lay! us bow imagine none 
Fes all raiſed. from che grape together, and 


meet once more,..to- reap;the-fruits,/ and re- 


£ . 


a. 
N . 
* + x | Fu 


- ceive the recompence, of our 24 conduct, 
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_ God to be indeed the 4 e of us 
| K all 3 that is, the righteous governor, the 
infallible, unerring judge, of all whom he 
bes made. There, the preſent relations, of 
high and ! low, r ich and poor, prince and 
ſubject, lotd and vaſſal, ſhall: finally. ceaſe. 
There, -when every, one comes to be weighed, 
nothing ſhall be put into his ſcale, but mo- 
goodneſs; intrinſic merit; the diſeharge 
of. _ perſonal and peculiar du ties, agrecably 
10 the laws of God, and to the terms of 
Chriſt! s Goſpel. There family and fortune, 
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no other conſideration, than chat of the good 
| man has done With thoie conſpicuous. _ 
lets, to his neighbours, to his country; to 
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St. Paul, in hs fourth per of his Epiſtle 
to the Epheſians, takes the words which I 
have now read to yau, . as a prophetic deſcrip- 
tion of our Saviour's triumphant Aſcent into 
Heaven, and of the bleſſings He thence ſent 
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world, now entered upon his heavenly ſtate: 
* dne Our Abr . will nn, . 
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diſplay ag prowels. of the 1 | at 
nations. have been. robbed: of their laws and 
their Uberties, who never dęſeryed to hays 
been treated as enemies i How, inexpreſſibly 
more noble therefore, more graly, giariong, 


* 


iin of our r ſalvation He fought e. 5 


thors of confuſion and miſery, i the rational d 
world... All the honours to which He aſpire 
were ſuch only, as. flowed from the g ory. of 
the infinite Creator; from the blefling, of, his 


15 good and virtuous ſubject He led Satan, ang 


his wicked Angels, captive 25 that we might 
all be ſet free from cheit aecurſed.. tyranny 
He waded through blood indee to the con- | 
gueſt of: Sin; put it was his, ,own;mott precious Ph 
: blood, not the blood of others. He carried | 
Death in triumph, by ſuffering and dying for 
dhe very people, whom He meant to ſubdue. 
Let us now take a view of the third arti- 
85 in this. reed 6. « boy: haſt We 


3 in be ahas He —— diſtribute, a m d | 
beſtow them upon mankind. 
beg of Vou to obſerve," with hay 4 — f 
and beauty the metaphor is continued It 
was the faſhion with commanders; in former, 
ages, on ſolemnizing their victories and he- 
roic exploits, to make large entertainments, | 
for their friends and relations to diſtribute 
_ proviſions, and money, among. the inferior 
people. When David here carried up the ark, 
with muſic and dancing and all demonſtrations 
of joy; you are told, He dealt to the whole 
: th multitude, to the women as well as men, 
tt bread and fleſh and wine; that all might 
rejoice. Se, among the Romans, the emperor 
4 Marcus Aurelius gave near ſeven pounds .of 
our money. per man to the poor, at his famous 
triumph over. the Germans: and it Was 2 F 
matter of conſiderable emulati ion with their 
"i generals and. princes, to outdo each other in 
= ele acts of popularity. 05 04  et540 F 41 gh 
But what are the bounties that flow. . 
e richeſt or moſt. generous; of ge e 
ih-thaſe "rope n gifts, 
ä | tt. 7 


* , 


mind, and 50 . che inward man » _ ö 


el 


TEN EN 


oh and power of the 
abling them to confirm — — 
y the purity of their lives; and tlie conſtancy 
their ſufferings ; and at length to write 


Their inſpirations e us, in the great 
rule of life and morals. Their miracles are 


infallible guide, our inextinguiſhable light, 
Dur er comfort. In them we ſee and 
the moſt valuable bleſſings, the moſt 


| rxeellent favours, that God himſelf is able to 


* b the free pardon of our ſins; deli 
verance from the moſt deadly of all foes the 
promiſe of an eternal kingdom, of an in- 
% heritance undefiled, and that fadeth! not. 
*. '* away, reſerved in heaven for wt il 


There is another circumſtance, | „ 


the deſcription of theſe gifts; which will 
enhance the value and the mercy of them, 
above all that is called good, benevolent, or 


bellious; even upon his enemies. It is too 
commonly found, that the grandees of this 
world, graſp at dominion, merely for their 


own fakes; without any n a tage 


* en * | K f 


_ firſt: ; ieee. hu 6 Sond to us. b 


the baſis of our Faith, Their writings are our 


compaſſionate. Our Lord ſends them down 
upon men: not only ſo, but upon the re- 


— # 


* 


3 wotks i — - with: CN of ; goodneſs 
and of love; and, while we are its enemies, 
me” | drives to conquer. mo” nnen * Ry on _ 1 

8 its C 14 1 


What an infinite ee A is there, 


8 tem the proud ambition of vain men, and 
the diſpenſations of a gracious God! 
they obtain victories, they diſperſe their gifts 
indeed; but to whom is it, generally and prin- 
_ Eipally? to th 
favourites and their flatterers : when Chriſt 
enters upon his triumph, the joy and the 
FPS blefling i 1s to. his enemies. With victorious 
mor ortals, a fev 
20 bloodſhed and ſlaughter of a multitude; a few 
are made to rejoice, over the tears and the 
Aui.iſtreſſes of thouſands: but with the Re- 
dleemer of the World, how far otherwiſe is 
it? Here the 
and ſubmits, that the guilty ſubject. may 
| pardoned and reſtored ; the victor ſuffers, that 
the vanquiſhed may have peace; the friend 
i r dies, that his adverſaries may livel 


When 


ir abettors and allies,” to their 


receive the benefit, by the 


injured potentate condeſcends 


The concluding words of this moſt an 


le 
"A 
4 on 7 


eiern are, * that the Lord God,” 
| vo 3 a i ; 5 e 
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| hetr' conqueror, 4 might dwell among them,” 3 
as their eternal defender and preſerver. Many 
c countries, when they "ave yielded to the 
ſword of an carthly monarch, are immediately 
left under the iron rod of ſome deputy-ty- 
tant, and never more behold the face of their 
firſt ſubduer : but whoever yields to the will 
and laws of the heavenly Sovereign, is for ever 
under his all- ſeeing eye-=-cannot, for a ſingle 
tnonient, be deſtitute of His divine er b | 
and protection! 1 Hig a4n 
1 have now ne with the er ciavlliy 
of the text; wherein our Lord's Aſcenſion, 


and its happy effects, are ſet forth 1 in rock Hs 


pleaſing and lovely characters 1 
II. Let us, in the Second Place, cody 

che practical uſes, - to which theſe things 
ſhould be applied vg. us, as s We are A chriſtian 
| Peop le. And, 
I. If we may fafely 1. owe this," and 
other fimilar prophecies in holy ſcripture z 
what a ſolid foundation has every ſincere be- 
liever, for his hope of a future and immortal 
ſtate! In ſpite of all the cavils impiouſly 
raiſed by hiding pre tenders to wiſdom! and 


Lear. ing, certain! it is, that there was eee 


This perſon, and this ſpiri gal gens with 
the ra, "circuraſtances; and progreſs of both, 
are known to have been ene. or 80 a 


events have aeg to Week 
que and regular order: ae and facts de- 8 
monſtrate the correſpondence between the one 
No chance or accident, no- 
but the power and foreſight oi ot api 
- that, if there be truth in 
Chriſt muſt be true alſo. 
Hoy ſweet therefore, and ee, e 
every virtuous Chriſtian, are ſuch refleRions 
as theſe! If our Lord be aſcended on high;” 
why is it, but to prepare a place for us ? If 
_ He came down, and be again gone up; 
Aby did He ſo, but as He Himſelf expreſſly 
— offures: us; to draw every pious and faithful 
after Him? Did He ſend down his 
view, yet wu He intends $, ere 


F ˙— eee — 
WT p * r * PE 1 1 4 q "7 JE”. 7 ak $0. 20s 
1 8 ” 4 = \ = 
: 4 5 N 


—— 
* 


68.5 


FP 2 * * 
el — " K * 6 * 


nne 


2. The conſideration, that our bleſſed 
. our exalte 
a oy agrees ehe to > hold bur el 


eee be Tin. He ate un c ed 
w 8 ſeen amongſt t 
of orty days, than was ſufficient to de- 


his! efcercbt ion. Plainly intimating 
eferve, that He now no more belonged to pom 
world, but. to the kingdom which is above. 


And if we have any hope, one day to aſcend 


Fe 
"3+ 


after him; we too muſt learn to forget the 
| world; I mean, to forget all its needleſs va- 
nities; all its ſuperfluous follies ; all its eri- 
minal pltdures and to live like Him, our 
great example. Who, when He * left us, and 


TIT Father, 2 took none even of our” - 


Saviour and Benefactor in 2 
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his grace, and the — of 28000 — as N 
tender us ee OY Nur * eber 9 5 


zem no oftener, during his 


beyond exception, the reality of 


A, no pride. This lover of peace, and maker of 


and ſottich habits, which will for ever retardand 


5 now nee in his fl 5. If u would i 


1295 ir nn a leſs ku our A 
25 with Him. This Maſter of humility, took 


dur peace, ſuffered nothing like diſcord, en- 


" ordinate mane 
ungoyerned paſſion, was permitted to aſcend 
with the Son of Purity, and Perfection! pf Into 
= ” that kingdom,” ſays his beloved Diſciple, 
Who has drawn it in all the Naben hich 
human language can ein 3 sint 
4 kingdom there ſhall. in no wiſe: enter an 
* thing that defileth, or is mene or that 
« * loveth, or makcth, a lie.” RT 
El _ Whoever therefore amongſt us, v iſh « < to 
. obtain that world,” and to gain eee 
into thoſe regions of bliſs ; let him throw off 
all the clogs and impediments, all the ſenſual i 


| e holy. place. No i 


®, 


ſtop his flight upward : let him be cloathed ; 
with that juſtice, piety, humility, and cha- 
rity ; which alone can give him wings ta 
mount, and to * meet his Lord in the air. 
If ever you expect to ſee the face of . 
exalted Redecmer once more with j joy; you 
muſt think and ſpeak and act, as if you were 
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5 MON vin. "ay 
not then be left belies; when ©. Ho ſhall | 
« appear the ſecond time unto ſalvation ;* if 
you would not then cleave to the ground, ut- 
terly unable to riſe and attend your Saviour to 
Heaven ;---you muſt now begin to ſniake off 
all earthly defires; you muſt reſolve to part 
with every low, with every worldly and carnal 
lot, that will chain you down to the earth, 
| and leave you to periſh in its final ruins! _ 
In fine; We muſt all, without exception 
or diſtinction, according to the advice which 
the great Apoſtle gives the Coloſſians, * ſet. 
our conſtant and fulleſt affections upon the 
things that are above; where Chriſt fit- 
ti teth on the right hand of God.” For Hea- 
ven itſelf will be no Heaven to that man, 
who wants the graces, or miſemploys the 
talents, that ſhould prepare 4 taſte for * 
| phe ih „„ 
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In what les, A ſhall | ſpeak « 
comprehenſive virtue, with rt 1 to 
the temporal and the ſpirit nal life, under one 
dcommom article. And, for the more effectu- 

ally rfecommending it as the rule of Gs | 


1 duct, 1 would, 


: _a——_— perſuaſiyes, as may furt 


dame, to haue, he true idea loſt, For, 


I. Deſcribe it to e in its different 
ranches and: relations: that ſoſ you may bo 
the better able to determine, who is juſtly 
dienbiminatedꝭ the iligent, or ĩnduſtriot 55 m 1 *. 
Tz After mn 
II. Collect and lay before you duch argu- 
vou toi the careful obſervance of i it 1 
| I. Firſt ACT This EXCCLICT dns, 55 
15 ther good things, is very liable to be 
af * itheraniſtakt,;or abuſed ; and, u nder a falſe 


de the genuine and laudable induſtry, there 
is alſo a vain, and a vicious one. Its excellen- 
| : arc activity, either of 
mind; bat in a rational exerciſe of the 

ies deren e dic ious choice 5 


| 40M jr pa vice may be * e e : 
9 80 our Maker, to PR | . ee ene 15 56 
dhe great ends, of ſocial liſe, 


ut ys 


advanced... As for mere Action, 
0 knows, is going forward - every 
whole world is a briſk 880 ue 18 | 
” Ll its Tanne in wer 7 


of: a ae upon the w coi & OCCAl 


2 . Ie would egen the heart of any 2nfi 
A with; gene qus. 1 1 what 
kbocious (bow fu ill Lof f choughts how abu — 


* — 


| previous Lifts of — vere 
thrown away upon things t nat nei 
improve the wind itſelf, nor contribute at 
to increaſe the common ſtock of happii eſs 
The ancient en have figured: this ſet 
of men, in their exact colours. They hatch 
t cockatrice- eggs, and Weave: the ſpider's 
e webb. They ſow the WI nd ſhall rean 
the whirlwind,” They ak 


40 17 


” fs: ee to bee of Neu an a Cal. 90 
to the work that Providence has put into his 
1 e to ak work, bai — eng his 
thaw whale 

abours, as the 
be ever remote from doing ahm ä i 

15 eee the Scholar is ee . called 
induſtrious, whoſe time and thoughts are en- 

| with the in tereſting, | the ſubſtantial 

parts, not with the light froth and ſophiſtry 
of learning. So he is the induſtrious Lawyer; 
who, ſtudies the juſtice, the truth and equity. 
| Wann e ago artict 


« 5 — 


be found eme 6 | | 
De. e LL il 37 zt {061%} | een 


rit'7 in \ religiqus. donserns, ih 


0 again, as to Religion forvency f 


be regulated by the ſame: wiſe meaſures, Its 
TL 1 
* : | f ane 


ſhows and outfideatd 
It does not vent 

0 about dubious 

iodes and forms | 


{RE 4 truths ef the Cage; 
ws Mac attic of 


26 W 5 * as thus eden e hw 
the ſubject matter of his induſtry, every pro- 
vident man will aſſign and ſet apart to himſelf 
me ſtated, ſuitable, wig convenient un 


of t gious kind. He w mm —＋ His 
FA time and duden n other,” "Be e will 


| - ctetion. e is nor an han I 


#63 * 


. 3 N Aa: ad eee dic 
An eaſy conſtancy carries it beſt forward; and 
method is the life, as well as beauty, af Tt: 
They who never work, but by ſudden; haſty 
fits of diligence, in affairs that relate either to 
this world, or the next; jumbling all their 
thoughts and buſineſs into confuſed heaps z=-< 
ſuch people, I fay, will be embarraſſed wi F 
out end; and one thing will inevitably ob- 
ſtruct and interfere with another: while ſtu- 
dies and tranſactions, that are arranged into 
their diſtinct ſeaſons, are all moſt effectually 
performed; and few or none an an ond 
| A overlooked or miſmanaged. ee 
Hence no man who e as n Wa 
1 will ever involve himſelf in a pee or 
buſineſs; in more than his wind can bear, 
and his bodily ſpirits can well ſupport; in 


more than is conſiſtent with a comfortable 


regularity, with intervals that may render it 
uncloying, and returns that may bein 
without fatigue or oppreſſion. 

Conceive to be that calm, ſedate ind 
vhich e wile mme perfectly unde. | 
well-known e . 5 Themhat 1 


- 0 


. | fays 


theſe a truly induſtrious man 


uke advantage for. Thus chen, I ſay, he who 
would beſt improve his life, muſt watch the 


LEY 


lly, with a view to the par- 
n, in which a man is 


has * xn into the ae. lee 
thereby called forth into action, every ſpecies 
1 of human virtue: cach.ſtation, « each profeſſion, 


N 

i i Thus, for — 1 is be Aligence,. 
at properly belongs. to a Prince, or to any 

man Who is put in authority under bim? 

What can it be, but a ſteady, vigilant purſuits | 

of hs, great ends, for which authority was 


T 


= and protection of his people; the ſecurity. 


of theit property; the ſaſety of their per- 
ſons 3; the extenſion. of their commerce, the 5 


a d conſciences For 
which. beneficial purpoſes, ought. he not to 
poſſeſs the noble ar t of com 


freedom. of their minds 


„eee learn to he with af generous. 
| rein; his own affections; TW er 


lig © ; NEE... that. 1% 
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rec wiring a peculiar diligence, a peculiar mode 


en to one mortal over many; z*==>the wel⸗ . 


y be, truly able to govern, others 2 . 


1 ane the cry _ wg 


2 | | At 


5 careful'e 


which exalted 


to beat a part in this ſame duty of indu 
0 ly anſwer, n i rivaſt be 


erty e An ot Yan: 
feſtell, in 5 "wo 
_ _ well; 


e this virtue, 


_ tiful for meet-together ; or into that no 
| —— ſin of avarice, to which old age 
| never fails enſlaying the breaſt, that has once 
im noon ang 6.4m love of money: 
+ To: fimiſh this topick; does a Pour Matt 
req aer Atruction, how he muſt diſcharge 
| this eminent and univerſal du- 
1 . His leſſon is $ ready, and preſently. told. 
He muſt labour, both with his hands, and his 
hear with his hands, to procure himſelf the 
neceſfaries of life, in the way which Divine 
Wiſdom has appointed for him; and with 
bis heart, to work n into a EL 
vidence; to which mo: 0 0 owe 
* dleſſings we enjoy, or the:wants 
Eid Under and from which we ſhall 
all receive a full reward of our induſtry, whe- 
ther it be exerciſed NEED or in emo 
0 eue patience-. r K 
5 anche I will trouble yaw with b gl üs: thoit 
"remark more; for completing the moral and 
teligious notion of à diligent man; namely, 
that —— can be no ſuch a thing as virtuous 
El 85 5 10 induſtry, 


* 


] humour, is even W 


abundant matter of employment. * d 


5 preying 1 8 each other's livelihoo 


rightly aid by the betet philodbpſine; « He 


«who labourcth; laboureth for hinſelF--- | 
that what he acquires, may 


E ſpent upon 
himſelf, in a decent and Frogal manner; not 
be ſquandered away, as is often the caſe, faſter | | 
by half than it was gotten. Diligence in 
labouring, only to feed a ſottiſh, extravagant 
| Ae ee _ 22 
neſs ieſelf. - :” to ie yy teak 854 ö 
0 we may cats: do, — ever none 
gainſt any other man whatever. The worlc 
is a very ſpacious field of action. T 


the all- wiſe Creator, both for the i ingenious, 
and the laborious. : We need no juſtling; no 
4, O ad- 
vantages. Induſtry has no occaſion to ſtep 
aſide, from the plain road of honeſty : which 
whenever it does, it puts on an entirely new 
character; and indeed the moſt hateful, 
moſt miſchievous one, upon earth. ie 
ſuch is the reputation of an active kna x _ 
a be! vin pawn villain, Mor on iF 


4 


305 
85 FX 8 
4 1 4 
3 wha * „ Ne. ; 3 THAO) 
. f 5 * N . PER 3 c S 6s * 4 of * 
? F L & 
; + . 3 
F 3 f 1 5 Fl 4 8 F 
4 2 £ N 
5 | © * # " 
4 9 . TI 4 r - 
7 8 1 F is 
a - ho 
: 
. 


dw our idea bf 8 I told nous | 
muſt ever include the idea of ſobriety. The 


hands can work to very little purpoſe, while 


intemperance ſpoils the head: and where 50 


attention is paid to the health of the body, or 


to the compoſure and ſedateneſs of the Wig "2 


buſineſs muſt of neceſſity go on exceeding 


ſlowly and confuſedly, till at length it be quite 


ruined and loſt. But, in a word, wherever 
prudence guides the head, honeſty the heart, 
and ſobriety the paſſions; that man ſhall eat 


the fruit of his on labour, induſtry will be 


a right hand to his vocation, and all his work 
ſhall proſper. 


This is the duty, which I Gene 3 
worthy of being thus particularly deſcribed 


to you; as it relates to the different offices, 

conditions, and characters, that conſtitute 
human ſociety. And upon a faithful confor- 
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mind, The prodigal is here painted as a | 
N perſon, "that had all this While been beſide = 
_ himſelf, and was now coming.” to hin - rg 
. 17 e 
II. What deplorable r ee ek a 


£ f n is reduced to, even by his own confeſ- 


© Hon, in his calmer. and wiſer moments: 
% How many hired ſervants of my father's 
4 have bread enough, md to 3 j While [ 
25 « « periſh” with hunger,” 
The former of theſe Heads. I nude aka 


LE Knithed ; under which I purpoſed to fliew 


you the reſemblance, * between a diſordered 


0 | Nate of mind, as it appears in the natural 


T j man, and in the moral one; or between the 
madneſs of the brain, 355 that of the heart, | 

15 or conſcience, _ 
II. It now remains, that 1 e "this 
os polig, as returning to ome degree of cool 
| reaſon, by having experienced, the fatal reſult 


N of his vices; and as taking a melancholy ſur- 


vey of the hopeleſs condition, into heck they 6 
"= had plunged him. But, before 1 enter direct- | 


wild tndthoughtles creature that I cannot 
„ thout ſome little f I 
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of the text from his mouth, was Extre 


ly by the natural courſe of his extravagancies, 


_ nd partly by the juſt judgment of his Maker, 
fell ſo heavy upon him. It pleaſed God to 


ſend a famine upon the land, in which he had 
Am ſo profuſely: and he had now utterly 
bereaved himſelf of what would have amply 
-Gaſdided him under the calamity. A moſt 
wiſe, indeed a moſt merciful, diſpenſation: of 


Divine eee whereby very often (per- 
bhaps in general) the ſufferings even of the 
preſent life, are cloſely annexed, as certain 


g conſequences, to habitual lewdneſs: by which 
many a tranſgreſſor, hard to be reclaimed, but 
not quite irreclaimable, is brought back o 
due corifideration, and timely repentance. 
Afflictions, when men are obliged to view 

them ag the offspring of their own enormities, 
have a loud, and a moſt effect ual. call: ther 


cl ende to PR ad hin 


ö in this 


 >You read here, that the thing which abies 
pened his eyes, and dre nate mene 
verty : the mournful change, which, part- | 
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nce per oy health and eaſe and 
aeg The gale i is too 50 high, to ve who ons 1 5 
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=_ duty. Ae einen far away. But v. | 
3 nt to turn the tables upon us; wil gives 
a dem en of dur belly, a by miſeries 
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pers Sized, ooo wee to 1 it | 
againſt every poſſible. perſuabive. to amend= 
for what is it that vice and luſt, thay) 5 
_ ambition and lawleſs deſires, may not effect: 

e as theſe are ſpirits, with which religion 
has but little concern; ſo, let us hope, they + 
ten few. Though. be they ever ſo nu- 
merous, they are no exception againſt this 
Wales of Providence, which thus Lee 
1 Anne to reſtore e many. | 4 
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es. It wWas the fight . 
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the addition of ſome poſitive, actual torment- 
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Ernelief. There was n | Derore 2 
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Then, as far friends, to a allt — Gai: - 


Von may . imagine to e _ 
—— (though not formally deſeribed in 
the. 13 whereby every ſenſation of this 
erf view pa * "AN - 


an hungry belly, but by wantonlydefpiing. 
rn of a full table. Whenever he 
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ul ſtate, 80 they go on -rioting away 
their talents, till they come to ( feed among 4 
unſwine; till they are utterly loſt to that . 
virtue of mind, that purity of: heart, that 
: :proſpett. ns the divine favour, which, they 

| good men ſo ſerene, -_ nenn, 
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the laſt of all God "Pte t arguments can 
no. hold on us; there is nothing left, bude | | 
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PIR could he have, even arch a. af a 
f father? His own ſal Pong." not ſaffer 
him to think of ever being reſtored to the 
rank of a ſon: the utmoſt he dared to beg 
| fray 68 make me as one of thy hired ſervants” 
0 And yet even this is a mercy, Which thoſe 
: kms cannot, with any face, expect; WhO 
do not return to God, till life, as well as 
grace, is all exhauſted. Such perſons by no 
- means anſwer to the figure of this prodigal.. 
For He brought home youth and health and 
ſtrength, to work in his father's houſe, But 
in decrepid age, or a death- bed repentance, 
all Work is over; all faculties for reforming 
vices, conquering luſts, and treading the ſtage 
of active virtue, are vaniſhed and gone] Such 
a worn- out ſinner is unable to perform this | 
very humbleſt office of an hired fervant 
Iu?0 ſum up all: God is that ſupreme fa- 
ther, from whoſe. righteous laws whoever of 
us goes wilfully and long aſtray, is the wretch- 
ed Vagabond here exhibited. . Whenever He 
is pleaſed to recall us home, by his chaſtiſe- 
ments upon us, or by the warnings of his 
monitor within us; if we refuſe that gracious 
call, we add a freſh load to our crimes, we 
double Weir e But if, at the 
f Oz Es. fraſons | 
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12 155 attentively obſerve the unuſual 
of this Fllm, with the wen . 


pious wt of a s. Pech, * ok 
trodden the ſtage of human life in all its 
parts; in all the turns of proſperity. and ad- 
verſity :----who: had gone through many 
changes in his own conduct, had practiſed 
ſome eminent virtues, with 2 mixture of 
ſome as remarkable failings. «xt; 

Such a man was king David. He had en- 
joyed. the nity of a crown, and taſted the 


and of” 
onour* 
N | "Og: £4 TO 


had felt the heavy 


other ſide, 


„ 


conquering enemies 3 the ſtings of di i 


0 FE and I will per form 7, that 1 will 


ſweets of power, - honour, and peace. On 


\ 
oe 
— 
. 
. 
7 
4 
: 
= 
+ 
1 
* 
% 
Rn 
4 
* 
2 
% 
- 
* 
* 
1 
— et 
. 
- 


_ RE ny 


—— —U—ä4 —U—E—łç—w— Es. 


—ͤ— — — 4 —ͤ—ÿ4 


Z L | 15 — elend ies 


5 in true religion. 


. Sales; in TOR own. family. He had 
5 run in God's true ways; had fumbled | and. 
fallen; and N 9 80 to aer that ſame 
: OR * 2 b 
When all this had paſſed, he — to 5 
| wit an opportunity, at his leiſure, to draw 
. up the whole .into a regular contemplation ; | 
that it might be a profitable leſſon to men of 
all ſucceeding times, and might teach them 
how to ſpeak, how to- think, how to act, 
with wiſdom and integrity, in every condi- 
tion of life. For which end, you will fee. 
this pſalm divided into twenty-two. parts, : 
keel to the letters in the Hebrew alpha- 
bet. And every one of theſe parts, conveys 
mme matter, either of devout prayer, reflec- 
tion, or inftraction ; 5 tending 0 eltablim us 
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In one part, ve gol ay" arc tebeb reges, wit 
| the profane trebuked. In another, the dili- 
gent are col mended, and ne gligence 3 is re- 
nn In ſome, ther is comfort to the 
afflicted; with ſalutary, . grave” Ac vice, rr 
| ſuch as live in eaſe and plenty. To be ſhort; = 
God, his divine providence, his \righter wy 
here. a the duties Amen mankind owe 


as an kantine of es: CAC 


F WWE db a religious life Uf that 'emper; or 


i7 jg which alone can enab] 
: rough the world, with de ice ant 
0 * conſcience. This diſpoſition is Re 
ö Wies Reſolution ; · A ſettled intention of 
mind, to follow the light of truth and of 
duty.“ This is What J at preſent mee 
to diſcourſe upon; and n that” en 


| 'thew e eee eee 
I. The nature of a onde religions We ge ; 


- tion, with its principal marks and properties. 


II. The peculiar uſe, and abſolute neceſſity 
of it, towards a virtuous ap in Wan to 
our future happineſs. Leto 44 f SET 
I. Firſt then: Let us — g are 
: the characters and ingredients of a 1 Te- 
We reſolution. tt! mb od at! M 
The ſervice which God raguiles) from us, 


js a . reaſonable ſervice.” None but ſuch a 
3 
ceptable to Him, who has endowed us with 


one, can have any merit in itſelf, or be 


underſtanding to know him, and with liberty 


of will to obey him. Reaſon is that po-wer 


of the ſoul, whereby we are diſtinguiſhed from 


the animal creation around us: and to et 


chat. it $4 from 8 underſtanding, and 
| carefdl examination, of the ſubjects or _ 
on which we determine. ht 
Some perſons adn 4 all mo 1 
Wipes all obligation to religious duty, upon 
the mere will, or authority, of God; with # 


| little ot no re O the re: 
pPrecepts he is eee to injoin, or a con- 
ſciouſneſs in us of their fitneſs and reitude, 
5 . this is formi too con- 


are command, bas its chief eſe ö 
upon x our "Rk and dan adding ; which ariſe 
rom an appr ehanſion of ſome good or evil 
5 ill befall us, at at the WER Wan 
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him to his duty, not weir as re cums: Sd. 
T6 Ugreſſing i it, but from the admiration and. : 
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nical — e belt as well : as Rrongetabe 
can any man be conceived to have à cordial 
love of Virtue, till he firſt be en a 
ovely qualities? 5 3 
I verily. believe In may e to 5 | 
ment and experience of every thinking perſon, | 
whether mens nene to uſe their under 
| ſtanding in religious concerns, be not the 
capital ſource of moſt, if —_—_ all the falls, | 
| ſuperſtitious piety, that has ſo long and 0 
7 enerally prevailed. 'The far greater part even” | 
of the more corrupted world, always did, and 
ever will, make ſome pretences, frame ſome 
reſolutions, nay very often expreſs much 
—— about; a - worſhip, and cha 
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thay string of ſenſeleſs words, in 
ongue, is callec 1 | Pil . 
Is to Saint (who 
ty was a Pay — 1 
* named Chriſtian Devotion 1 
80 again; abundance of people may the 
it ſpect to their Faith. Vet in 
e, that faith is only a bold, "confident 
' reliance; on the merits of Chriſt; or on ab- 
. ſolute election, without the leaſt concern 
„ . een COL While in Others, 
0 e r welclie: a mou blind aſſent, — 4 


HE ho would — dt Nees we ese 4168 | 
1 1 — virtue of Charity ! But, becauſe 
mmaey never took the pains to ſeareh into the 
Gf Poo ye otio e that — ; hat a narrow - 


or pr 4 er all Oth a they Kt 
a, as uni * ee; 


ts FY e800 4 Webolation „ „ We mad ons 
eee Tighteous judgments.” Study 
therefore, I beſrech you, with unwearied di- 
gence, ; 'thole facted commandments. View 
their be ' Weigh well the value of the 
ple ty etch religion recommends' to 
you. And then your reſolution to obey them, 


m. 
will carry in it the reſt of thoſe genuine ”> 
erties, which Tam next to wit Vere you. 
. 2dly then: : A truly g eſolution is 
Sean, ſteac 55 conſtant.. A1 ſo it can 
Hataly fail to be, if it is built on that deli 
berate judgm nt, and knowledge of the divine 
laws, about which T have been ſpeaking. Solid 8 
ſerious and frequent ſurvey & he 
wit conſpicuous i in 1 comm.: 
H aven, will ſet the heart of m 
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undoubtee Ahe of cat our ations | 
- whether they be laudable or criminal, is tie 
previous habit and inclination of the mind 5 


liſtinct apprehenſions of things; W let 
looſe to the wild miſrule of paſſion, and vi- 
eious fancies. He en eee, tely 
 reolueſ,..bas: n nce 
ban, any. defence x at t all, 4e | 


| beginning. bent ea Fila 
It is b bene with reſpect t 
your minds, both in this ſtate and the next: 
Every man will find himſelf, wing he | 
makes himſelf. If ä 
yout an as arenen huſbandman 
the graut d me! OG ſow;; cif gen 
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3 1p it: will afford you no 
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| PR | prejudices, 


5 patient 70 ne the doſe eil there can 
hardly any quiet be had "ithinge the 
ag ſweet indolence.of a few hours, i is dearly 
purchaſed, by the ruin of the conſtitution 


| refolving well, to keep within 
3 bounds, in the uſe of them. 
Beheld, moreover, this deceitfulneſs of 


„bn, in the conduct of all ſuch perſons, - 
iy whoſe reſolutions are weak and faint, and 
ſhifted off from day to day ! with what ſhal- | 


low arguments, - with what fooliſh hopes, 


they will ſuffer themſelyes to be decoyed ! 
| Sometimes fetching thoſe hopes; from rea- 
ſoning on the mercies and compaſſion of God; a 


but totally forgetting him as a wiſe Governor, 
a righteous Judge, of the moral world. Nay, 


f obſerve how Chriſtians, delaying, ſelf-deluding 
Chriſtians, will lay | hold on the broken repds, | 


oven of ſcripture paſſages and examples 1 


One alledges the remarkable ſalvation of 
ths: „Thief upon the Croſs;” taking for 


, granted there could not be a ſingle circum- 
ance, to alleviate that man's crimes. And 
yet many ſuch circumſtances, | thero not ly 
might be, but moſt e | 
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time he has: Gaiefulty Hiltpent Kiv & ale at - R 
kit may be like that of the Labourers in 
1 Vineyard; * and he may be accepted; 
in his work of repentance,” though it does 
not begin till the eleventh hour: a ll this 
while entirely over looking that part of the 
3 75 paräble, which tells him, that thoſe poor 
mien could not come ſooner, becauſe they 
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piety and morality, Was little elſe than 2 
collection of . ors: and uninte- : 
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xeart,. and thy-neighbour as 
Ithyſef e 3 theſe words, I ſay,  / 
have ample. cauſe, to admire, not the reli» 
ion of . Chriſt, only, but that of Moſes 
| allo; Por theſe two precepts. are cited 
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9 SCreator. d all ge in anitely pc 
5 Were and merciful; To reverer 


reature; 92 you ur ſelf” N 4 
f true religion. voy 1 vis the 
OC n e — our 2 


j ra : and Had 
noſt entirely t bien < 3 pleas} 
7 Sie revive, © by his ſervant Moſes, and all 
his Prophets: which He at laſt more e ef. 
feQtually- confirmed, and publiſhed +6 * the 
world, * che pump bal our Saviour ; 
.. Chriſt! N + [32k 8 2 5 DEPT: 15 Bie 99514 
#1 beg cherefore 25 ce bebe, oe 5 


alt 16 1 This uche 5 
| ns Fa EY ahe: ultimate object of all | 
dur Lord's diſcourſes; and the immediate 

: Js bc” which has engaged” our: 
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- profeſs this e My ee. 
will make you Chriſtians in Name: to pro- 
feſs it, and to practiſe it, will make you 
Chriſtians in Deed. It will make you (what 
neither birth, nor eſtates, nor titles can do) 
. truly amiable, truly happy, men; ſuch as: 
we all airs to be, and I P God we all 


* Q Him only wise 


End of the FIRST VoLuUME. 
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